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SUBJECT: SIXTH WORLD CONGRESS OF PSYCHIATRY - SOVIET 
POLITICAL ABUSE OF PSYCHIATRY 

REFS: (A) MOSCOW 12000 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

(B) STATE 196694 (NOTAL); (C) PARIS 24049 (NOTAL) 

1 . SIXTH WORLD CONGRESS OF PSYCHIATRY OPENS MONDAY 
AUGUST 29TH AT HONOLULU WITH STRONG SIGNS OF LOOMING CON- 
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FRONT ATION BETWEEN SOME WESTERN PARTICIPANTS AND SOVIETS 
OVER POLITICAL ABUSE OF PSYCHIATRY BY SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS AND OTHER REPORTS WE HAVE SEEN, BRITISH 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRY DELEGATION, SOME OF WHOSE MEM- 
BERS LED EFFORTS AT 1971 FIFTH CONGRESS (MEXICO CITY) TO 
GET CONGRESS TO FORMALLY CONDEMN SOVIET PRACTICES, WILL BE 
JOINED BY AUSTRALIAN PSYCHIATRIC SOCIETY IN SIMILAR EFFORTS 
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AT THIS MEETING. WE EXPECT AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS (WHO WORK 
ED TO RESTRAIN BRITISH IN 1971 WHEN SOVIETS THREATENED 
WALK-OUT) MAY NOW PROPOSE SETTING UP AN INVESTIGATIVE COM- 
MITTEE AS POSSIBLE COMPROMISE. SEVERAL OF SCHEDULED TOPICS 
TO BE DISCUSSED (E.G. "PSYCHIATRY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS," 

"ETHICS OF THE PROFESSION," "PSYCHIATRY WITH PRISONERS AND 
DETAINEES," WOULD SERVE AS GROUND ON WHICH ISSUE MAY BE 
JOINED. 

2. SEVERAL FACTORS SUGGEST SOVIETS AT HONOLULU WILL BE 
READY FOR CONFRONTATION. 

A. LARGE (28 MEMBER) SOVIET DELEGATION, LED BY DEPUTY 
HEALTH MINISTER, DR. DMITRIY D. VENEDIKTOV, AND ACCOMPANIED 
BY SOVIET CORRESPONDENTS, IS ANYTHING BUT LOW PROFILE. 

B. DELEGATION INCLUDES DIRECTOR GEORGIY V. MOROZOV OF 
SERBSKIY INSTITUTE.WELL KNOWN FOR ITS "TREATMENT" OF DIS- 
SENTERS. EMBASSY HELSINKI NOTED MOROZOV S HIGH VISIBILITY 
AT INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF PSYCHIATRISTS IN HELSINKI IN 
JUNE. EARLIER, SOVIETS PSYCHIATRISTS HAD APPEARED SENSI- 
TIVE AND CAUTIOUS IN INTERNATIONAL GATHERINGS. WITH MORO- 
ZOV OUT FRONT IN HONOLULU WITH A SIZEABLE CONTINGENT OF 
SERBSKIY COLLEAGUES, WE EXPECT SOVIETS WILL BE PREPARED 
TO TAKE OFFENSIVE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 203758 

C. RECENTLY, SOVIET PROPAGANDA ORGANS HAVE PAID CAREFUL 
ATTENTION TO CASES OF ABUSE OF PSYCHIATRY IN US, FOR 
EXAMPLE REPEATING, AND EMBELLISHING, AMERICAN PRESS AC- 
COUNTS OF CIA AND MILITARY USES OF DRUGS IN EXPERIMENTS 
ON UNWITTING SUBJECTS. RECENT NETWORK TELEVISION SPECIAL 
CRITICAL OF AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTIONS AND PRACTICES 
HAS ALSO, DOUBTLESS, COME TO SOVIET ATTENTION. 

3. DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSE TO REQUESTS BY INDIVIDUAL 
PHYSICIANS AND MEDICAL SOCIETIES HERE WHO HAVE ASKED THAT 
USG TAKE A POSITION IN CONDEMNATION OF SOVIET PRACTICE AT 
THE HONOLULU MEETING, HAS BEEN THAT THE ISSUE IS FOR THE 
PROFESSION ITSELF TO DEAL WITH. DEPARTMENT OF COURSE CON- 
SIDERS THE PRACTICE REPREHENSIBLE BUT BELIEVES PSYCHIA- 
TRISTS THEMSELVES MUST GUARD THE ETHICS OF THEIR PROFESSION 
-AND DEAL WITH ABUSES. 

4. SOVIET DCM VLADILLEN M. VASEV CALLED ON EUR/SOV DIREC- 
TOR GARRISON ON WEDNESDAY 24TH AUGUST, TO REQUEST SPECIAL 
PROTECTION FOR MEMBERS OF THE SOVIET DELEGATION, SOME OF 
WHOM, HE SAID, HAD RECEIVED ANONYMOUS THREATENING LETTERS 
REGARDING THE HONOLULU MEETINGS. GARRISON SAID WE WOULD 
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INFORM THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES THAT ANONYMOUS THREATS 
OF VIOLENCE HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY MEMBERS OF THE SOVIET 
GROUP. 

5. VASEV ALSO NOTEDTHESIXTH CONGRESS, WHICH WAS ATTRACT- 
ING MUCH ATTENTION, COULD BE TURNED INTO AN EVENT "THAT DID 
NOT PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING," IF THE "LOBBYING," ALREADY 
GOING ON, TO RAISE "UNFOUNDED ALLEGATIONS ABOUT PSYCHIATRY 
IN THE SOVIET UNION" WERE SUCCESSFUL. VASEV CITED THE 
BRITISH AND NEW ZEALANDERS AS ACTIVE IN THIS. VASEV ALSO 
SUGGESTED THE AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION MAY BE 
SIMILARLY INVOLVED. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE ONLY 

POINT HE WANTED TO RAISE WITH THE DEPARTMENT WAS WHETHER 
THE US GOVERNMENT WAS CONNECTED WITH THESE ORGANIZATIONS. 
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GARRISON ASSURED VASEV THAT THE USG DID NOT HAVE ANY OFFI- 
CIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THESE ORGANIZATIONS. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT THE MEETING WAS A PRIVATE PROFESSIONAL GATHERING. 

6. FYI PROMINENT EXILED SOVIET DISSIDENT LEONID PLYUSCH 
WHO HAD BEEN INCARCERATED IN SOVIET MENTAL HOSPITALS AND, 
SINCE HIS EXILE, HAS WIDELY PUBLICIZED HIS EXPERIENCES AT 
THE HANDS OF SOVIET PSYCHIATRISTS, PLANS TO BE PRESENT AT 
HONOLULU MEETINGS. PARTICIPANTS IN THE CONGRESS MAY ALSO 
HAVE SEEN THE BOOK.RUSSIA'S POLITICAL HOSPITALS. THE PUB- 
LICATION OF WHICH APPEARS TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH THE CON 
VENING OF THE CONGRESS. THE BOOK GIVES EXTENSIVE DOCU- 
MENTATION OF SOVIET PRACTICES. THE WASHINGTON POST RE- 
PORTED ON AUGUST 24TH THE ARREST IN MOSCOW OF FELIX SEREB- 
ROV, SAID TO BE A MEMBER OF THE WORKING GROUP SET UP BY THE 
UNOFFICIAL HELSINKI MONITORING GROUP TO INVESTIGATE POLITI- 
CAL ABUSE OF PSYCHIATRY. 

7. DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE UNOFFICIAL OBSERVER AT MEETING 
AND WILL INFORM POSTS OF OUTCOME. CHRISTOPHER 
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1 . SIXTH WORLD CONGRESS OF PSYCHIATRY OPENS MONDAY 
AUGUST 29TH AT HONOLULU WITH STRONG SIGNS OF LOOMING CON- 
FRONTATION BETWEEN SOME WESTERN PARTICIPANTS AND SOVIETS 
OVER POLITICAL ABUSE OF PSYCHIATRY BY SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 

ACCORDING TO PRESS AND OTHER REPORTS WE HAVE SEEN, BRITISH 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRY DELEGATION, SOME OF WHOSE MEM- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 203758 

BERS LED EFFORTS AT 1971 FIFTH CONGRESS (MEXICO CITY) TO 
GET CONGRESS TO FORMALLY CONDEMN SOVIET PRACTICES, WILL BE 
JOINED BY AUSTRALIAN PSYCHIATRIC SOCIETY IN SIMILAR EFFORTS 
AT THIS MEETING. WE EXPECT AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS (WHO WORK- 
ED TO RESTRAIN BRITISH IN 1971 WHEN SOVIETS THREATENED 
WALK-OUT) MAY NOW PROPOSE SETTING UP AN INVESTIGATIVE COM- 
MITTEE AS POSSIBLE COMPROMISE. SEVERAL OF SCHEDULED TOPICS 
TO BE DISCUSSED (E.G. "PSYCHIATRY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS," 

"ETHICS OF THE PROFESSION," "PSYCHIATRY WITH PRISONERS AND 
DETAINEES," WOULD SERVE AS GROUND ON WHICH ISSUE MAY BE 
JOINED. 

2. SEVERAL FACTORS SUGGEST SOVIETS AT HONOLULU WILL BE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


READY FOR CONFRONTATION. 

A. FARGE (28 MEMBER) SOVIET DELEGATION. LED BY DEPUTY 
HEALTH MINISTER. DR. DMITRIY D. VENEDIKTOV, AND ACCOMPANIED 
BY SOVIET CORRESPONDENTS, IS ANYTHING BUT LOW PROFILE. 

B. DELEGATION INCLUDES DIRECTOR GEORGIY V. MOROZOV OF 
SERBSKIY INSTITUTE.WELL KNOWN FOR ITS ''TREATMENT" OF DIS- 
SENTERS. EMBASSY HELSINKI NOTED MOROZOV S HIGH VISIBILITY 
AT INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF PSYCHIATRISTS IN HELSINKI IN 
JUNE. EARLIER. SOVIETS PSYCHIATRISTS HAD APPEARED SENSI- 
TIVE AND CAUTIOUS IN INTERNATIONAL GATHERINGS. WITH MORO- 
ZOV OUT FRONT IN HONOLULU WITH A SIZEABLE CONTINGENT OF 
SERBSKIY COLLEAGUES. WE EXPECT SOVIETS WILL BE PREPARED 
TO TAKE OFFENSIVE. 

C. RECENTLY, SOVIET PROPAGANDA ORGANS HAVE PAID CAREFUL 
ATTENTION TO CASES OF ABUSE OF PSYCHIATRY IN US, FOR 
EXAMPLE REPEATING, AND EMBELLISHING, AMERICAN PRESS AC- 
COUNTS OF CIA AND MILITARY USES OF DRUGS IN EXPERIMENTS 
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ON UNWITTING SUBJECTS. RECENT NETWORK TELEVISION SPECIAL 
CRITICAL OF AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTIONS AND PRACTICES 
HAS ALSO, DOUBTLESS, COME TO SOVIET ATTENTION. 

3. DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSE TO REQUESTS BY INDIVIDUAL 
PHYSICIANS AND MEDICAL SOCIETIES HERE WHO HAVE ASKED THAT 
USG TAKE A POSITION IN CONDEMNATION OF SOVIET PRACTICE AT 
THE HONOLULU MEETING, HAS BEEN THAT THE ISSUE IS FOR THE 
PROFESSION ITSELF TO DEAL WITH. DEPARTMENT OF COURSE CON- 
SIDERS THE PRACTICE REPREHENSIBLE BUT BELIEVES PSYCHIA- 
TRISTS THEMSELVES MUST GUARD THE ETHICS OF THEIR PROFESSION 
-AND DEAL WITH ABUSES. 

4. SOVIET DCM VLADILLEN M. VASEV CALLED ON EUR/SOV DIREC- 
TOR GARRISON ON WEDNESDAY 24TH AUGUST, TO REQUEST SPECIAL 
PROTECTION FOR MEMBERS OF THE SOVIET DELEGATION, SOME OF 
WHOM, HE SAID, HAD RECEIVED ANONYMOUS THREATENING LETTERS 
REGARDING THE HONOLULU MEETINGS. GARRISON SAID WE WOULD 
INFORM THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES THAT ANONYMOUS THREATS 
OF VIOLENCE HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY MEMBERS OF THE SOVIET 
GROUP. 

5. VASEV ALSO NOTEDTHESIXTH CONGRESS, WHICH WAS ATTRACT- 
ING MUCH ATTENTION, COULD BE TURNED INTO AN EVENT "THAT DID 
NOT PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING," IF THE "LOBBYING," ALREADY 
GOING ON, TO RAISE "UNFOUNDED ALLEGATIONS ABOUT PSYCHIATRY 
IN THE SOVIET UNION” WERE SUCCESSFUL. VASEV CITED THE 
BRITISH AND NEW ZEALANDERS AS ACTIVE IN THIS. VASEV ALSO 
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SUGGESTED THE AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION MAY BE 
SIMILARLY INVOLVED. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE ONLY 
POINT HE WANTED TO RAISE WITH THE DEPARTMENT WAS WHETHER 
THE US GOVERNMENT WAS CONNECTED WITH THESE ORGANIZATIONS. 
GARRISON ASSURED VASEV THAT THE USG DID NOT HAVE ANY OFFI- 
CIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THESE ORGANIZATIONS. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT THE MEETING WAS A PRIVATE PROFESSIONAL GATHERING. 
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6. FYI PROMINENT EXILED SOVIET DISSIDENT LEONID PLYUSCH 
WHO HAD BEEN INCARCERATED IN SOVIET MENTAL HOSPITALS AND, 
SINCE HIS EX IL E. HAS WIDELY PUBLICIZED HIS EXPERIENCES AT 
THE HANDS OF SOVIET PSYCHIATRISTS, PLANS TO BE PRESENT AT 
HONOLULU MEETINGS. PARTICIPANTS IN THE CONGRESS MAY ALSO 
HAVE SEEN THE BOOK.RUSSIA'S POLITICAL HOSPITALS, THE PUB- 
LICATION OF WHICH APPEARS TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH THE CON 
VENING OF THE CONGRESS. THE BOOK GIVES EXTENSIVE DOCU- 
MENTATION OF SOVIET PRACTICES. THE WASHINGTON POST RE- 
PORTED ON AUGUST 24TH THE ARREST IN MOSCOW OF FELIX SEREB- 
ROV, SAID TO BE A MEMBER OF THE WORKING GROUP SET UP BY THE 
UNOFFICIAL HELSINKI MONITORING GROUP TO INVESTIGATE POLITI- 
CAL ABUSE OF PSYCHIATRY. 

7. DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE UNOFFICIAL OBSERVER AT MEETING 
AND WILL INFORM POSTS OF OUTCOME. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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